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Army ski patrols penetrate the dragon’s teeth defen 
the Siegfried Line in Germany just to the south of where Canada’s Ist Army jumped off yes- 


terday morning in a renewed offensive southeast of Nijmegen. 
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Koniev Springs New Drive; 
Zhukov Points For Stettin 





LONDON, Feb. 9—Marshal Ivan Koniev’s forces have launched a fresh offensive from their 
bridgehead at Steinau, on the western bank of the Oder, the German radio announced today, 
while Marshal George Zhukov. built up bases across the river for an all-out assault on Berlin and 
sent spearheads driving northeast for Stettin, little more than 20 miles away. 

The Germans said the first town to fall to Koniev was Parthwitz, a road center 19 miles west- 
northwest of Breslau and only nine miles northeast of the important junction of Liegnitz. 

"Fighting in the Breslau-Glogau-Liegnitz triangle has risen to the pitch of a truly gigantic 
battle,” the German: radio commentator, Ernst von Hammer, said. "The main Soviet drive is 


directed towards the south with +— 


the aim of cutting the highway 
and railway line between Lieg- 
nitz and Upper Silesia and turn- 
ing the powerful German line 
outside Breslau.” 

Some observers guessed the 
struggle for control of the half- 
frozen middle Oder might continue 
for at least ten days or two weeks 
before the situation clarifies. With 
the Germans still holding strongly 
fortified bridgeheads on the east 
bank and the Russians, according to 
Nazi admissions, winning vital foot- 
holds along the west side, it was a 
fierce test of stamina. 

Zhukov’s assault towards the 
Pomeranian coast appeared to have 
caught the Wehrmacht off balance 
again. A 40-mile wedge from the 
lst White Russian Army Group bore 
down upon the Bay of Pomerania. 
The Stettin-Danzig coastal railway 
was in danger of being cut, with 
Zhukov’s self-propelled guns less 
than 13 miles distant. 

The Germans have obviously been 
expecting Zhukov to strike out for 
the sea, but the peril of his thrust 
Straight westward across the Oder 
drew in the bulk of the enemy re- 
serves. Now he is cutting through 
inferior opposition with an early 
prospect of sealing off a great chunk 
of the German coast nearly 200 
miles wide. 

Marshal Konstantin Rokossovsky 


(Continued on page 8) 


Hitler Reported In Berlin 





During Big Fortress Raid| 


LONDON, Feb. 9 (AP)—A report 
that Adolf Hitler himself was in 
Berlin during the devastating bomb- 
ing by American Flying Fortresses 
last Saturday was relayed to Lon- 
dc ’n today from neutral sources near 
the German border. 

While the report could not be re- 
garded as authoritative, it was ac- 
companied by considerable detail. 
It was stated that Hitler took ref- 
use in an almost impregnable bomb 
poe deep under the Reichschan- 


The Puehrer was reported to have 


left the shelter just before the of- 
ficial all-clear and to have sped out 
of Berlin in an automobile to escape 
any public demonstrations that 
might follow. 





"final phase” of the European 


Big Three Plans Expect Nazi 
Fighting After Berlin Falls 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 9 (AP)—Disclosure that the Big Three 
were still planning military operations against Germany lent 
official support to the speculation that the Nazis will attempt a 
last ditch stand in southern,Germany. 

Plans being formulated by the joint Chiefs of Staffs for the 


current Russian drive or the growing Allied push on the western 


war could scarcely concern the 





Yanks Cross Pasig 
In Manila Fighting 


MANILA, Feb. 9—Americans of 
the 37th Division crossed the 
bridgeless Pasig River which bisects 
Manila and are helping the 11th 
Airborne Division to clean out the 
remaining Japanese defenders of 
the capital of the Philippines, the 
Associated Press reported today. 

General Douglas MacArthur’s 
communique said the crossing of the 
Pasig was made in the vicinity of 
Malacanan Palace. With the river’s 
bridges all destroyed by the enemy, 
the Americans apparently crossed 
on quickly constructed pontoon 


ridges. 

The 11th Airborne was pressing 
in from the city’s southern suburbs, 
clamping a trap on Manila’s doomed 
defenders. 

The island fortress of Corregidor 
was again heavily bombed and 
coastal defense positions were dam- 
aged, resulting in large fires. 

In the northern part of the cen- 
tral Luzon plain, troops of the 6th 
Army captured the towns of Munoz, 
Rizal and Lupac, and were pushing 
the Japanese into the eastern foot- 
hills. The communique said that 
enemy losses in this sector were 
"very heavy” in personnel and ma- 
teriel, commenting that the remain- 
ing elements of the 2nd Japanese 
Armored Division were ”no longer 
effective as a fighting unit,” the 
division having lost-200 of its tanks 





and more than two-thirds of its 
striking power. 





+front as these were probably 





mapped months ago, military 
experts said. 

The Big Three communique ref- 
erence to the "final phase” was re- 
garded in military circles as an 
indication that Big Three strategists 
do not expect the twin west-east 
offensive to knock out Germany, 
even if Berlin is seized and north- 
ern Germany is overrun. 

This gives support to the belief 
that Hitler will order the remnants 
of the German Army to resist in 
the mountain-encircled inner fort- 
ress of southern Germany, where 
the Nazis are believed to have stores 
of food and military supplies and 
the productive capacity to hold out 
possibly for months. 





LONDON, Feb. 9 (AP)—Proposals 
for strengthening the position of 
smaller nations in the proposed in- 


(Continued on page 8) 





Big Three Irks French 
By Planning Reich's Fafe 


PARIS, Feb. 9 (AP) — Scarcely 
bothering to hide their disappoint- 
ment, Quai d’Orsay quarters said 
yesterday they were "greatly sur- 
prised” at the Big Three beginning 
the political phases of their con- 
ference, including a decision on the 
future fate of Germany, in the ab- 
sence of the French Government. 

Officials said they were "aston- 
ished” at Wednesday’s Big Three 
communique, but were "all the more 
surprised” that discussions on the 
settlement of German questions 
were opened without France’s voice 





Canadian Ist Army 
Starts Offensive, 
Sweeps Five Miles 





ist Army have gained up to 8,000 


today. 


SHAEF, Feb. 9—Canadian and British units of the Canadian 


yards in their offensive launched 


yesterday morning against the northern tip of the original Sieg- 
fried Line southeast of Nijmegen, front-line dispatches reported 


News of the latest Allied push, which had been preceded by 
one of the great artillery and aerial bombardments of the war, 
was withheld until early this morning when a communique was 





92nd Div Pushes Off 
Along Coastal Flank 


By Sgt. STAN SWINTON 
Staff Correspondent 

WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Feb. 8 
(Delayed)—Tank riding Negro in- 
fantrymen crossed the Cinquale 
Canal on a hidden sand bar at 
0605 hours today to end a month- 
long lull on the 5th Army Tyrrhen- 
ian coastal flank. 

By midafternoon, with the limited 
objective thrust still continuing, ad- 
vances of up to 1,500 yards had been 
won on the resort-dotted coastal 
flank. Further inland, on a front ex- 
tending several miles eastward from 
the sea, other Negro infantrymen 
had pushed forware up to a mile. 
The Germans began to offer stiff- 
ening resistance late this afternoon, 
mounting one small-scale and un- 
successful counterattack on the sea- 
shore. Wounded Krauts, among the 
first casualties brought to one 
clearing company, admitted the at- 
tack took them wholly by surprise. 
Unofficial reports put the prisoner 
bag for the first hours of the as- 
sault at 24, almost all cf them cocky 
young Nazi types. 

With Lt. Gen. Lucian K. Truscott, 
5th Army Commander, on hand as 
a spectator, Negro infantrymen of 
the 92nd Division attacked amidst 
one of the most picturesque and 
beautiful scenes in Italy. Along the 
coastal plain the Miami Beach of 
Italy during peacetime years, pas- 
tel colored villas are spaced along 
the fighting front. Further inland 
bare crested mountains, their lower 
slopes mantled with olive groves, 
march to the narrow plains borders. 
Not until half an hour before the 
jump-off did artillery, mortars and 
fighter-bombers begin to rock en- 
emy positions with an intensive pre- 
liminary bombardment. Through- 
out the remainder of the day ex- 
plosions echoed and_ re-echoed 
through the mountain sounding 
board. With Rover Joe operating at 
peak efficiency in the clear, sunny 
skies, fighter-bombers were able to 
provide day-long support. After one 
dive bombing raid.a castle-like Ger- 


(Continued on page 8) 





+released from the headquarters 


of Field Marshal Sir Bernard L. 
Montgomery, commander of the 
21st Army Group. 

Heavily censored field dispatches 
indicated the troons were moving 
forward unchecked this morning 
against comparatively weak resis- 
Mance anti well beyond officially 
announced gains. 

Official spokesmen made it clear, 
according to the United Press, that 
the big push had started to break 
open the Nazis’ west front in co- 
ordination with the Russian Army 
march on Berlin. 

Meanwhile, dispatches from Al- 
sace said that all formal resistance 
had ended in the Colmar pocket to 
the south of Strasbourg. The reduc- 
tion of the remnants of the German 
19th Army will permit the Supreme 
Allied Commander, General Dwight 
D. Eisenhower, to employ on an- 
other sector the French ist Army 
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5 in MILES 





and its attached American units 
commanded by General Jean de 
Lattre de Tassigny. 

The Canadian lst Army offen- 
sive was launched along a five-mile 
front between the Maas and Rhine 
rivers to the south of where a sec- 
tion of the Rhine, known as the 
Waal, hooks to the left toward Nij- 
megen. The initial objectives of the 
drive appeared to be the road junc- 
tions of Cleve and Goch, eight 
miles apart and ten miles to the 
west of the Rhine. The original 
Siegfried Line once had its northern 
anchor at Cleve, but, according to a 
Reuter’s dispatch, the line has since 
been continued along the Ijessel 
River, another branch of the Rhine 
emptying into the Zuyder Zee. 


The troops jumped off at the 





(Continuea on page 8) 





Grew Maintains italian 
Frontiers Not Yet Fixed 





WASHINGTON, Feb. 9 (AP) — 
Acting Secretary of State Joseph C. 
Grew has disclosed that the Italian 
armistice leaves open the question 
of Italy’s frontiers and colonies. 
"The surrender instrument does 
not contain any provisions with re- 
spect to future settlements,” Grew 
said yesterday. 

He added that in view "of the 
co-belligerency of Italy, it has not 
been necessary to apply the terms 
as originally drawn up.” 

Grew reiterated the Allied state- 
ments promising all possible aid to 
Italy and applauded the Italian war 
effort. . 

The Italian economy is being de- 
voted to the prosecution of the war 
"in the same sense as is that o 
other countries fighting Germany,” 
he declared 


signed in September, 1943, have 





being heard. 





The Italian armistice terms,|t0o 





never been made public, although 





later pacts with Hungary, Rumania, 
Bulgaria and Finland were made 
public immediately. 

Grew said he could not publish 
the text of the surrender terms now 
because of "over-riding military 
considerations.” 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 9 (UP) — 
Rep. Vito Marcantonio, (ALP, N, 
Y.), challenging Acting Secretary 
of State Joseph Grew’s statements 
regarding the Italian armistice 
terms, revealed today that he was 
the "Congressional source,” of the 
reported Italian armistice terms. 

Marcantonio declared, ”Pantel- 
leria already has been taken by 
Britain and will be kept by be un- 


f|less the terms can be c 


"Time will prove that I am right 
and that all colonies will be kept 


Marcantonio went on. "How is it 
(Continued on page 2) 
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A smoke pall spreads over the harber of Hong Kong, and shipping vital te Japan’s lifeline 
to her conquered empire stands damaged against the docks as the Navy planes of Vice Admiral 
John S. McCain’s fast carriers of the American 3rd Fleet range overhead. A 4,500-ton transport - 
burns at the left, and smoke at the right is from machine shops. (U. S. Navy Photo from Acme) 
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Himmler Begs Troops: 
"Go On Holding For Me’ 





LONDON, Feb. 9—Heinrich 


Himmler, Nazi Minister of the 


Interior, has called on the trapped garrison of Schneidemuhl, 
German border city northeast of Berlin, to "go on holding for me,” 
according to the Associated Press. 

Himmiler’s message to the encircled Schneidemuhl forces made 
no mention of Hitler, but a DNB, German news agency dispatch, 
said that on the recommendation of Himmler, the Fuehrer had 
decorated two Waffen grenadier regiments for bravery in the 





Latvia fighting, where another¢ 


encircled German garrison is 
being pounded by the Red Army. 

There were new mysterious signs 
teday that internal trouble was 
mounting in the Reich, the AP said. 
Nazi propaganda agencies were said 
to be operating haphazardly, with 
long veriods of silence between 
broadcasts followed by a flood of 
transmissions that often broke off 
in the middle of dispatches. 

The German overseas news 
agency, quoted by Reuter’s, said 
that "work on Berlin defenses is 
being intensified with every hour.” 
It added, "Barricades in.rapidly in- 
creasing numbers are being thrown 
up all over the city. Everywhere the 
noise of pneumatic drills reveals 
bunkers or antitank ditches under 
construction.” 

Drastic measures continued in 
force to keep waverers inside the 
Reich in line. The Berlin radio an- 
nounced today, according to the UP, 
that Mayor Kurt Loesser of the 
town of Koenigsberg, 50 miles 
northeast of Berlin, had been sen- 
tenced to death and hanged because 
he "quit his post without authori- 
zation.” The Koenigsberg in ques- 
tion is not to be confused with the 
East Prussian capital of the same 
name. 


French Supply Plan 
Worked Out In U. S. 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 9 (ANS)— 
Governmental officials came to an 
agreement yesterday to proposals for 
an over-all French supply program 
reportedly valued at about two and 
one-half billion dollars. The pro- 
posal, within which a long awaited 
French lend-lease agreement will be 
contained, is said to call for part 
payment in French cash and cred- 
its cn deposit here. 

No estimates were immediately 
available on what part of the total 
Frencly cash and credits were on 
deposit here and no estimates were 
available on what part of the total 
French supply program was pro- 
posed for cash or credits and what 
parts will come under lend-lease 
arrangements. 

It is estimated that the lend- 
lease agreement would be slightly in 
excess of one billion dollars. The 
new proposals will be turned over 
to French plenipotentiaries here 
sometime this week. It would then 
be up to the French Government 
leaders to accept, decline or to 
modify the proposals. 


HM, Too 

LONDON, Feb. 9 (UP) — Queen 
Elizabeth of England, who gets the 
same rations as her subjects, wist- 
fully eyed a pre-fabricated heating 
unit at a London exhibition today 
and exclaimed feelingly: ‘My good- 
ness, it’s been cold in Buckingham 
Palace lately.” 








Big Three Confab 
Top Russian News 





MOSCOW, Feb. 9 (AP)—The 
conference of Marshal Stalin, 
Prime Minister Churchill and 
President Roosevelt continued to 
be the biggest news in Moscow 
today, eclipsing at least momen- 
tarily interest in the eastern 
front. 

The only editorial comment 
from Moscow so far was the as- 
sertion that the second meeting 
“would show the foes how empty 
were their hopes that trouble ex- 
isted among the three powers. 


U.S. Highly Praised 
By French Reporter 


NEW ORLEANS, Feb. 9 (AP— 
Louis Lombard of the newspaper 
Les Allebroges of Grenoble, one of 
a@ group of French newsmen touring 
the United States, said in an in- 
terview yesterday that he has ob- 
served in America "phases of civil- 
ization which I believe will be 
adopted as the basis for a new 
world civilization.” 

Lombard declared that since he 

his tour of military installa- 
tions and industrial plants in the 
U. S. he has learned "the theory 
and seen the practice of true democ- 
racy. 
"I see the president of a large 
plant take his own tray in a 
plant cafe and sit at a table with 
his workers, eat the same food as 
they and share their thoughts in 
conversation, 

"IT have not seen that in France. 
I doubt that I will live to see it in 
France.” 

Lombard said, "I cannot help but 
marvel at the way workmen are 
treated, the conveniences they 
know, the opportunities they have.” 

He added, "I have but one fear. 
I_ hope that the people who have 
all of these material blessings don’t 
abandon the spiritual concepts.” 








Large French Navy Now 
Escorfs Allied Convoys 


PARIS, Feb. 9 (AP)—The French 
Navy now comprises 200 ships of 
300,000 tonnage, manned by 77,000 
officers and men, a Naval Ministry 
spokesman said. 

These ships, whose tonnage com- 
Pares with a prewar total of 750,- 
000, are taking part in convoy 
protection in all theaters of war and 
it is hoped will play a vital role in 
the Indo-Chinese Theater, when 








the time comes. 





Big Raid Precedes 
Canadian Kickoff 


LONDON, Feb. 9—The launching 
of the ground offensive by the Can- 
adian lst Army southeast of Nijme- 
gen along the Netherlands-German 
frontier yesterday morning was 
preceded and covered by one of the 
greatest Allied aerial assaults of 
recent months. 

More than 700 heavy bombers of 
the RAF bombed the Siegfried Line 
towns of Cleve and Goch Wednes- 
day night and yesterday morning, 
only a few thousand yards ahead of 
the. take-off point for the infantry. 

Planes of the U. S. 9th AAF drop- 
ped 1,236 tons of bombs on com- 
munications points and troop con- 
centrations in the area during the 
day yesterday at a loss of seven 
fighter bombers and one bomber. 
Their claims included the destruc- 
tion of 514 railway cars; 76 loco- 


motives and 138 vehicles; the dam- to 


aging of 1,066 railway cars, 29 lo- 
comotives and 151 vehicles, and the 
cutting of railway lines in 136 
places. 

Fighters and fighter bombers of 
the British 2nd TAF, operating un- 
der orders of "kill and demoralize,”’ 
flew 1,000 sorties in support of the 
offensive and smashed 31 bridges 
crossing the Rhine. The bombers 
employed a new type of antiper- 
sonnel bomb composed of a number 
of fragmentation bombs enclosed in 
metal canisters, somewhat like the 
Molotov cocktail. 

German air opposition was slight 
over the new battle area yesterday, 
due partly, according to a Reuter’s 
dispatch, to the watchdog tactics 
maintained by Allied planes over 
Nazi airfields. A number of Ger- 
man planes were shot down while 
they were trying to take to the air. 


2,000-Mile Pipeline 
Being Laid In China 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 9 (ANS)—A 
2,000 mile lend-lease pipeline is 
being burrowed into the interior of 
China to power the Allied air attack 
on Japan, Leo T. Crowley, Foreign 
Economics Administrator, disclosed 
today. He told the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee yesterday that 
the pipeline was built through com- 
bined American, British, Chinese, 
and Indian manpower. 

The combined resources of the 
line will increase many fold the 
15,000 tons per month that once 
moved over the old Burma Road. 
It will enable the combined forces 
of the United Nations to mount a 
new and greater offensive from 
China. 

Crowley went before the commit- 
tee to urge a one-year extension of 
lend-lease which otherwise will 
lapse June 30. The pipeline, he said, 
is just one of many operations 
aimed at stepping up military sup- 
plies for China and Allied forces in 
the Far East. 

A fleet of 15,000 American trucks 
will be delivered to China over the 
new Ledo Road to set up the Chi- 
nese transportation system. Thou- 
sands of American technicians are 
in China or on their way there and 
1,000 Chinese will be brought to this 











Captive Fools japs 
For 3-Year Period 


hands 

he was one of Japan’s most 

implacable enemies with a price 

on his head, W. H. Donald, Aus- 

tralian-born adviser to Gener- 
Chiang Kai-shek, has 

been réleased from a Manila in- 


ternment camp. 
vestigators at Manila decided 
that Donald, who had given his 


correct as 69, was too old for 

the man they were hunting. The 
Government he 

Donald by 

on references to him and advised 

his relations in Sydney to keep 








Grew Says Italian 
Frontiers Not Set 


(Continued from Page 1) 


if the U. 8S. is doing all it can that 
the President's directive of giving 
300 grams of bread daily to the 
Italian people has not been carried 
out? 

"I think the people of the U. S. 
are entitled to a forthright state- 
ment from the State Department 
on the Italian situation. 

"The Grew statement does not 
agree with the facts.” 

Leftwing Rep. Marcantonio as- 
serted he knew the War Depart- 
ment had a report from the Ameri- 
can chiefs of staff saying food ship- 
ments were available to send to 
Italy last October but had not been 
sent because the British, holding 
the top posts in the Allied Commis- 
sion, had rejected the idea. 

He said he plans to ask the Army 
on the House of Representatives 
floor today to invoke the "disease 
and unrest formula” for Rome and 
adjacent areas so they can receive 
300 grams of bread daily. 

The formula, he said, had already 
been invoked in the Naples area 
with good results and he saw no 
reason why it could not be used to 
help the Italian capital. 

Marcantonio said he will also 
offer a resolution to make Italy a 
=, ally and to extend lend-lease 

er. 


Guardian Hits Allied 
‘Neglect’ Of France 


LONDON, Feb. 9 (UP)—The Man- 
chester Guardian led a British press 
campaign today for better treat- 
ment for France. 

The Guardian charged London 
and Washington with bungling mat- 
ters so badly that the Allies had 
"shamelessly abandoned” their 
promises to aid France. 

At the same time, this newspaper, 
which normally adheres to the line 
followed by the British Government 
very closely, urged that General 
Charles de Gaulle should be given 
a chance to confer with Prime Min- 
ister Churchill, President Roose- 
velt and Marshal Stalin. 

The London Times diplomatic 
correspondent asserted today that 
nothing would be settled by the Big 
Three concerning ~ the future of 
Germany, without full consultation 
with the De Gaulle Government. 

The Manchester Guardian was 
merciless in its castigation of the 
United States and Britain for their 
neglect of France which, the news- 
paper said, “will be treated like a 
poor relation.” 





Japs’ Mandalay Defenses 
Hold Irrawaddy River 


KANDY, Ceylon, Feb. 9 — The 
Japanese defenses of Mandalay, 
stretching up and down the Irra- 
waddy River, ranging from about 
20 miles north of the city to 30 
miles south of it, were still holding 
against the pressure of British and 
Chinese troops, Southeast Asia 
Command reports indicated today. 

British 14th Army men were able 
to widen their bridgehead a little 
in the region 20 miles north of 
Mandalay, when, with tank at- 
tacks, they captured three hills. 

Southwest of the city, the Japa- 
nese broke across the river and 
seized a village, but the troops 
which crossed were hemmed in by 





TVA’ For Occupied 


Germany Suggested 
At Labor Conclave 


~ LONDON, Feb. 9 (AP)—Propos- 
ing the establishment of complete 
control over defeated Germany, Sir 
Walter Citrine, British union 
leader, suggested to the World 
Trade Union Congress today the 
creation inside the Reich of "an 
international TVA (Tennessee Val- 
ley Authority) including a Rhine 












peace would be "applied practically 
actual occupation of Ger- 


REPARATIONS 


many years, "perhaps for genera- 
tions,” he said. 

Stressing that there could be no 
question of Germany’s surrender 
under “conditions,” Sir Walter 
added that Germany must be 
democratized under stringent guar- 
antees, including particularly the 
reestablishment of a free trade 
union movement, freedom of po- 
litical associations and freedom of 
the press. — 

He added: "None will deny the 
right of Russia, France, Belgium, 
Holland and other Allied countries 
that have known the horrors of 
German invasion and occupation 
to such service as German workers 
can give in rebuilding their ruined 
cities.” 

Trade unions in these countries 
will be obligated to see that Ger- 
man labor is not exploited, he said. 

He was followed by a Russian 
woman speaker, Madame J. Beliava, 
who endorsed his proposals. The 
highlight of her speech, newsmen 
said, was the disclosure that a 
woman is head of the commission 
for the reconstruction of Stalingrad 
—Madame Cherkovska. 


LATE SPEECH 


Citrine’s speech came after a 
compromise had settled the con- 
troversy over invitation of delegates 
from ”ex-enemy” countries. The 
compromise was secured by R. J. 
Thomas, American labor leader and 
vice president of the CIO, who pro- 
posed that the controversial ques- 
tion be threshed out in committee. 

The dispute wert to the standing 
orders committee, which recom- 
mended to the conference that the 
trade union movements of Finland, 
Bulgaria, Rumania and Italy should 
be invited to send representatives 
and that the credentials committee 
should decide whether their repre- 
sentatives should be seated as dele- 
gates or observers. 


Krauts Miss Opportunity 
For Crack At Gen. Devers 


Special To The Stars and Stripes 


COLMAR, France, Feb. 8 (De- 
layed)—Lt. Gen. Jacob L. Devers, 
6th Army Group Commander, had 
a close brush with some potentially 
dangerous German prisoners here 
the other day, although he probably 
didn’t know it. 

Next door to a house the general 
visited were five Nazi captives, left 
unguarded in the confusion of 
rounding up and handling enemy 
troops in the first few days fol- 
lowing the liberation of this city. 

Not only were the Germans ul- 
guarded, but in the yard where 
they were strolling around were 
five bazookas and a dozen or ‘sO 
grenades. . 

The incident was reported by an 
American soldier who was on guard 
some distance up the street. A short 
time later the Germans were seen 
marching away under guard. 


Whistling In Dark 


LONDON, Feb. 9 (AP) — Tokyo, 
closely watching the Big Three con- 
ference for a possible move by Rus- 
sia in the Pacific war, said today 
in a broadcast that political differ- 
ences would "never permit unity of 

” among the United States, 














country for training. 





British forces. 
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Britain and the Soviet Union. 
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WHAT'S NEWS 


Dear Editor: 

Like most GIs in Italy, I am a 
devoted reader of The Stars and 
Stripes. The fact that we do read 
it does not mean that it is an ex- 
ceptional paper but merely that 
there is none other. Undoubtedly, 
with the limited space that you 
have to use and the abundance of 
articles from which to select, you 
have a big job. But the number of 
sex perverts you seem to be playing 
up, bathtub eases, suicides and 
spectacular murders makes me 
wonder if the space you have avail- 
able could not be put to better use. 

What’s the matter with a good 
syndicated column from a recog- 
nized man—Lippman, or any of a 
number of others? Or if the Gov- 
ernment does not approve of a 
civilian columnist curbing our un- 
tutored minds, what about one of 
the’ numerous men in the I and E 
offfte? Even another comic strip 
is better than the general run of 
nude thrillers or wine bottle killings 
you are printing. 

The recent trend of The Stars 
and Stripes seems to indieate that 
the editors are worried whether the 
Paper will sell or not. By being 
afraid that it won’t sell, they have 
turned it into a blood and sensual 
sheet, to be on the safe side. Per- 
haps some papers in the States 
have to turn to such things to keep 
up their circulation, but if ever a 
paper has a chance to fulfill the 
true purpose of a newspaper, it is 
The Stars and Stripes. That pur- 
Pose, I hold, is to inform the public. 
not about trivial things, but of 
things that build toward a greater 
nation. For my two cents, the fool- 
ish arguments and ¢hildish antics 
of supposedly famous movie stars 
need no mentioning. 

The Stars and Stripes is feeding 
news to thousands, if not millions 
of men. It is the sole diet. Why 
waste its columns on trivial trash 
which stagnates thinking, instead 
of using them to stimulate think- 
ing? The constant cry of innumer- 
able writers is that the war has as 
one of its chief causes that lack of 
interest in preparedness by the 
populace of America. Why was 
there no interest? The information 
they received as news was so edited 
and garbled that it was impossible 
to know what was going on. Papers 





had as their purpose making money 
instead of informing and educating. 
Being entirely uncognizant of such 
tragic experience, The Stars and 
Stripes plunges headlong down the 
same old path, feeding nonsense 
to men who know how much torture 
it is to get out of the troubles that 
lust hungry editors and people who 
live on that lust bring upon a na- 
tion. ’ 

—Set. Donald W. Hemingway, AC 


Really, Sgt. Hemingway, aren’t 
you laying it on just a bit thick? 
After all, our staff writers have 
gone to considerable pains to er- 
plain and erpound the serious side 
of the news. As for Charlie Chap- 
lin, we can’t believe he isn’t news, 
too.—Editor. 





JOKING LOGAN 
Dear Editor: 

We the undersigned have always 
taken great interest in Mail Call 
column. In it’s bragging, bitching 
and idiotic criticizing it shows the 
intelligence or ignorance of the 
men we are fighting with and pro- 
vides some good laughs. But, when 
you submitted ”"Ella’s Slip,” by 
Pvt. Oswald Jett to the GIs via 
Scars and Stripes, that was the 
topper of them all..Up until today, 
we have never seen such an idiotic, 
imbecilic, super silly letter. 

Ella Logan has long been enter- 
taining troops in Italy under condi- 
tions which warrant the warmest 
thanks we could give her. She has 
been here long enough to almost 
call the fellows by name, let alone 
the outfits. A civilian, with her 
popularity could make a pile of 
money 

Perhaps Pvt. Jett would like Ella 
to name each division, regiment 
and battalion in the 5th Army at 
every appearance. 

We saw Ella Logan at a hospital 
in her USO show. With a bad cold 
she sang and joked, drinking me- 
dicine as she went along. We ap- 
preciated the entertainment and 
what she did and said went to 
our hearts, not our heads. 

Pvt. Jett should see a doctor 
and not The Stars and Stripes. 
Incidentally, we are all combat sol- 
diers. 

91st—Pvt. J. E. Hughes 
34th—Pfc. Ray A. Pittenger 
85th—Segt. Lester F. Wise 








Puptent Poets 





THAT’S ME 
Do you think of a girl who is dainty 
and sweet 
And pretty as pretty can be? 
A girl that is lovely, frail and petite? 
oo bad! "Tain’t me! 


Do you think of a girl as bright as 
the sun 

And clever at repartee? 

One who is witty and bright—lots 
of fun? 

How sad! ’Tain’t me! 


Do you think of a girl with talents 
galore, 

An artist full of poesy, 

A girl who can sing and play every- 
thing? 

I’m mad! ’Tain’t me! 


Do you think of a girl who’s as gay 
as a flower 

Full of glamor with a capital G? 

One who is named as the "Girl of 


? 


the 
You cad! ’Tain’t me! 


Do you think of a girl who’s just a 
plain goon, 

Whose heart thinks of you ten- 
derly? 

Who wishes you home safe, sound 
and soon? 

I’m glad! That’s me! 

—Miss Leba Gross 





DON’T WORRY 
Yesterday is gone; forget it. 
Tomorrow has not come, 

Don’t worry— 
Today is here: use it! 
—Pvt. John Malisyewski 


MATTER FOR DESPAIR 


When bugles sound their final notes 
And bombs explode no more, 

And we return to what we did 
Before we went to war, 

The sudden shift of status in the 
Ladder of success, 

Will make some worthy gentlemen 
Feel an awful mess. 


Just think of some poor captain 
Minus shiny bars, 

Standing up behind some counter 
Selling peanuts and cigars, 

And think of all the majors, with 
Their oak leaves far behind, 

And the uniform they’re wearing— 
The Western Union kind. 


Shed a tear for some poor colonel, 
If he doesn’t feel himself 

‘Cause jerking sodas isn’t easy 
With your “eagles” on the shelf; 
"Tis a bitter pill to swallow, 

’Tis a matter for despair, 

Being messengers and clerk. again, 
Is a mighty cross to bear. 


So, be kind to working people that 
You meet, where’er you go, 
For the man who’s washing dishes 
May be your old Co. 

—Lt. Pete Small 


OF C’HORSE 
Now accepted as matter of course 
Is conversation of cavalry from the 
horse 
But none ever thought to heed 
The fact that half-tracks cannot 
breed. 
So, when the angry god of Mars 
Requires extra armored cars. 
His quota, unfilled by equines, 
Is referred to assembly lines. 





~T-5 Hal Travis, Inf. 


























WITH THE 5TH ARMY—All 
this talk over "GI Joe” appears to 
have created a big hullabalu every 
where but up where the infantry- 
man works. He doesn’t appear to 
be very much concerned one way 
or the other whether you call him 
"GI Joe” or just plain Joe, or may- 
be something else. 

It all fits in with his negative 
attitude right now over almost all 
questions except the one about how 
the war is doing and especially 
how the Russians are doing. In 
fact, as far as the general walk of 
infantrymen go, the question about 
a nickname for the soldier this late 
in the war is a bit supercilious. 
Some of the more cynical combat 
men .even go so far as to suggest 
that it’s all a publicity stunt on 
the part of the producers of the 
Ernie Pyle film currently titled 
"GI Joe.” That the controversy was 
signified by an editorial ‘n The New 
York Times doesn’t cut much ice, 
and not even the entrance of Bill 
Mauldin to protect the good name 
of his Joe and Willie caused the 
discussion to become as interest- 
ing as women. 


Simply Soldats.. . 


Typical of the common _ sense 
comment came from Sgt. Eugene 
Starr of Long Island, N. Y., a 
member of the 11th Armored Infan- 
try Battalion. "Why don’t they just 
call us soldiers or infantrymen or 
whatever our branch may be?” he 
suggested to unit correspondent Sgt. 
Edwin Howard. : 

Lyric writers, novelists and self- 

elected morale builders would of 
course put their feet down hard to 
any suggestion like that. They have 
been continually saying since the 
war began that what the Army 
needs is a snappy moniker for its 
men. You know, something like the 
Marine "”Devildogs” or ”Leather- 
necks.” To call a soldier a soldier 
would be almost sacrilegious, they 
insist. 
Resurrection of the World War I 
tagline "Yank” has been placed 
in nomination. What more could 
sons ask than to take the name 
their fathers went by? It’s snappy, 
catchy and short—fits the headlines 
and rhymes with Hank, tank and 
other words. 

Well, say the infantrymen. They 
don’t want to get their old men sore 
at ’em but Yank somehow is dated. 
It’s all tied up with puttees, cavalry 
hats and trenches. In this war only 
the British refer to American sol- 
diers as "Yanks.” No insult, this; 
just that the word has become as 
English as tea and cricket. 

Then how about doughboy? This 
is World War I also, and further- 
more it refers only to the infantry, 
was the general comment. 

Okay, dogface then? 

This peacetime Army moniker 
was unanimously rejected by the 
wartime soldiers. "Dogface doesn’t 
appeal to me at all,” snorted Pfc. 
Lloyd D. Bradley of Meadow, Nebr. 
"The only thing doglike about the 
infantryman is the life he leads.” 


Big Insult... 


"When you come right down to 
it, it’s nothing but an_ insult,” 
echoed Set. Curtis J. Fallon of 
Sioux City, Towa. 

Pvt. Charles H. Staub of Balti- 
more, Md., paused and thought 
about the dogface handle. His re- 
ply was a bark, or imitation of it. 
Staub is a character in the outfit 
but sometimes his humor is better 
than that, he admitted later. 
This would leave nominations 
wide open. Suggested have been: 
"Busters,” "Glory Boys,” "Kelly- 
men” (after Commando Kelly) or 
"Blue Braids.” You can see that 
those names were sounded by home 
front voters. 

What do you think? 

Sample answer: "I’ve been in the 
Army so long,” lamented Pvt. Tay- 
lor C. Parrish of Burkesville, Ky., 
"and have been called so doggone 
many things by so many different 
guys that it doesn’t make a hell of 
a lot of difference what they call 
me.” —Set. JACK FOISIE 


"AM’ 

PHILADELPHIA. Feb. 9 (ANS)— 
Publication of ”"AM,” daily news- 
magazine, will start here on March 
5, J. A. Lazar, editor and publisher 
of Tap and Tavern, liquor industry 
journal, announced today. Lazar 
said AM will feature a daily two- 
page news letter, news of all trades, 
and general news and would receive 
the United Press service page. The 





size of AM will be 9 by 12 inches. 


UP FRONT... 





By Mauldin 


























FRAUD WILL OUT: 





Hitler Pulled 


A Fast One 


Reading Hindenburg Will 





SPA, Belgium, Feb. 9—Reichs- 
president Karl von Hindenburg 
didn’t want Adolf Hitler as his 
successor. Hitler deliberately lied 
when he gave that impression. 
Moreover, Hitler deliberately with- 
held from the German people that 
portion of the old field marshal’s 
will wherein monarchial restora- 
tion was desired. 

Only three living persons beside 
Hitler, as far as I can ascertain, 
know the secret of Hindenburg’s 
will. Two of them were Franz von 
Papen and Chief of the Presidential 
Chancellery Otto Meissner, who are 
still in Germany. The third, whose 
name must be withheld, lives in 
exile. By a remarkable stroke of 
luck I was able to contact him from 
a@ casual phrase dropped at a din- 
ner party somewhere in Europe. 


HITLER JUMPS 


Hindenburg died in August, 1934. 
Before the army chiefs could con- 
fer on the new situation Hitler pro- 
claimed himself Hindenburg’s suc- 
cessor as Chief of State. In the 
early morning hours the entire Ger- 
man Army was compelled to swear 
on oath of loyalty to him. 

Hitler then arranged for a plebis- 
cite to "prove” to the world that 
to German people approved. During 
the flood of Nazi oratory preceding 
the plebiscite much was made of 
the alleged Hindenburg will which 
supposedly desired Hitler to suc- 
ceed him. 

What was released as the Hin- 
denburg will was only the first of 





several parts. It spoke in general 
terms of the need for German unity 


By LOUIS P. LOCHNER 
Associated Press Correspondent 


and unified leadership and did not 
mention Hitler. 

My informant told me: 

"The first part of the Hindenburg 
will on unity of leadership was re- 
leased correctly by the Hitlerites, 
but there was much more to it. Hin- 
denburg admonished the army to 
stick together and remain outside 
politics. It emphasized that only by 
maintaining peace could Germany 
develop. 


PRO MONARCHY 

"Then came a long section on 
monarchy. Hindenburg desired its 
resurrection and stated he never 
regarded himself in the presiden- 
tial office as anything more than 
vice regent—literally Statthalter 
—for the monarchy, and had never 
personally broken his oath to the 
crown. 

"The last section dealt with Ger- 
many’s vast army of officialdom. 
Hindenburg solemnly admonished 
the German people to see that 
ees remained incorrupt- 


"This may be interpreted as 4 
direct slap at the Nazis who were 
already filling offices with corrupt 
civil servants. 

"Hitler cried like a baby when 
he saw his hopes dashed by the 
will. Then he discovered that the 
document was addressed to the 
German Reichschancellor. Hinden- 
burg meant to be punctiliously cor- 
rect, hence he addressed his politi- 
cal will to the head of Germanys 
political government, assuming the 
chancellor would reveal its contents 
to the German people. Instead Hit- 
ler claimed it was within his dis- 
cretion to reveal as much as was 
politically expedient.” 





They Say... 








EDITORIAL IN THE CHRISTIAN 

SCIENCE MONITOR, discussing 
the prospect of still more ice 
cream flavors after the war: 
"A lot of people won’t demand 
new flavors; they’ll be willing to 
settle for a return to good old 
maple walnut and _ peppermint 
stick and butter-scotch and burnt 
almond. Yet we can foresee that 
our more exciting eating places 
may delve into the mysteries of 
flavoring and come up with es- 
| no of rose petals or watercress 
ice.” 


NIECE OF JEAN A. BRUNER, Vet- 
eran of Foreign Wars chief, when 
asked what her war job in Wash- 
ington is: 

"l work in the Data-Analysis 
Group of the Aptitude-Test Sub- 
Unit of the Worker Analysis Sec- 
tion of the Division of Occupa- 





tional Analysis and Manning 


Tables of the Bureau of Labor 
Utilization of the War Manpower 
Commission.” 


DAVID LLOYD GEORGE, Britains 
representative at the Versailles 
Conference after World War I: 
"Great men sometimes lose the 
reins and lose their head. br 
time, let us hope that they wil 
retain them and that when victors 
is assured they will sit down 4” 
reckon what the future is going 
be for their own countries as W° 
as for other lands.” 


MRS. CATHERINE BULOT, Ame! 
ican wife of a Luzon Filipino. 
Yank troops when they enter 
her town: . 
”T kept telling them you’d be bac 
but every one thought ! be 
bluffing. I know America tae 
a long time to get started, >” 





when she does...” 
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The snow is deep in the Apen- 
nines, and the patrols probe 
the enemy’s defenses silently, 
garbed for their tasks in regu- 
lation whites. Recently a five- 
man patrol went out on a 
three-day mission, the longest 
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Pampering Of War 
Prisoners In U. S. 
Denied By Stimson 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 9 (AP)— 
War Secretary Henry Stimson re- 
iterated today that "there is no 
pampering of prisoners of war held 
in this country by the Army.” 

_ Replying to news conference ques- 
tions about complaints published in 
some overseas service papers that 
Italian PWs were treated too 
kindly, Stimson said the War De- 
partment’s policy “is to comply 
strictly with the provisions of the 
Geneva Convention of 1929 to which 


did not 
made to date in this region. ‘ ; ; ; 
: ° = : this country is a party.” He said 
All five men, pictured taking ss the convention was adhered to “out 
lenburg off on their climb up the ie of regard for our own men in en- 
da mountain (below) are noted er on as honoring our 
it. Hin- skiers, and all have held rec- Referring to Italian service units 
rmy to ords at one time or another. formed from volunteers among the 
— At top (left) Lt. Donald Tray- prisoners, Stimson said: "Despite all 
ily by P P stcries, their privileges are relatively 
prmany nen fe Lake ‘Placid, N. Ly = few. They're allowed to be about 
elped on with his pack, as their work without armed guards. 
Sgt. Stephen P. Knowlton of This is a personnel saving for us. 
ion on Durham, N. H., (right), does hap ng PereneG 30 mane —- 
A . OS >X é ges, >aters, cna Ss 
red its a couple of short turns to get and occasional supervised group 
Ih ono his ski legs in shape. trips out of camp. 
‘ ? hotos by Granin) "The War Department also per- 
e than (APS P y mits them to be visited by friends 
thalter and relatives whom many of them 
1 never —__——jhave in this country. These priv- 
to the . ileges can be restricted any time 
° 4 the post commander considers it de- 
h Ger- Anti-Wallace Move Albanian Swindle sirable. If at any time they fail to 
laldom. Fa U OUS Navy Masquera e carry out their work they are im- 
— f ® B R h 4) hli h f T . mediately returned to regular PW 
e status.” 
orrupt- oiled y ay urn By Ex . ( on En ds In A rres I ig ig f 0 rial Stimson explained that Italians 
were divided into two groups, one 
1 ee. —nesnen treated as regular PWs and the 
oO wer ~ ian ; ing. i ther. composed of those who have 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 9 (ANS)— ROME, Feb. 9 Swindling, in-/}° mpose' 

, , ; N I ; = Ri —jcontract for S a : , or assis var 
gis The House Rules Committee showed| sosepn John Fablan Hannon, $8,| Another 100 ‘dollars was given |‘igue and the setting up of an|voluntecred to assist the war effort 
- when some signs today of seeking to today faces a Federal Court. are him by an unidentified private citi-|€mormous bureaucracy which had | 561 ‘Italian prisoners in the United 
by the jockey Henry A. Wallace into such raignment on charges of imperson-|2€" to whom Hannon promised to|nothing to do, marked the Fascist States. German PWs total 305,867 
at the a position that he wouldn't get ating a Naval officer in a fabulous} 2*74nse through his solid Navy con-| occupation of Albania, according to|/and Japanese 2,820. 
to the even a pared-down Commerce De- “|nections a 4,000.000-dollar RFC loan|the testimony of Renato Silenzi rene 
inden- three-year masquerade which al-|to finance a West Coast cement “iy ae ‘ 

partment secretaryship, the Associ- ; F . . once an Italian minister there, who REACH 764,584 

lv core legedly paid off thousands of dollars. manufacturing project : ed ’ 

oe ated Press reported. te . was the star witness at today’s ses- 7 ) 
politi- According to Nat Pieper, local FBI} Wannon arrived in Providence : , : WASHINGTON, Feb. 9 (ANS)== 
many'’s House Speaker Sam Rayburn (D., chief, Hannon commissioned him-|R. 1. last year as a “commodore” sion in the trial of 15 leading Fas-| american combat casualties since 
ng the Texas), however, took the unusual/self a lieutenant commander in|and quickly defrauded an elderly|°iSts before the High Court of Jus-|the beginning of the war have 
ymntents procedure of interceding in behalf} 1942 and then glibly persuaded the couple of 1,620 dollars, regaling them tice. er non ,|reached 764,584, the Army and Navy 
id Hit- of the former Vice President. San Francisco Cement Co. to make] with the stories behind ne ribbons| ../en4i said that contracts for the] qicsclosed today. Secretary of War 
is dis- bene Speaker stepped in when it him organization director and with|he wore on his chest, proc'aiming Se 2 oo = 2 © Stimson placed the Army’s losses 
s was came apparen at the rules| 2,000 "@ a 2d | hi axist-|* rer , MS} at 676,796, while the Navy listed its 
as was pp dollars for “expenses” departed himself the hero of the non_oxist-lthat enjoyed the favor of Guido Pat a GEE ihe concenented an 


group might shelve the Senate- 


for Washington to swing a Navy 





passed George bill, thus forcing 
confirmation of the vote on Wal- 


lace as both the Commerce Secre- Willkie’s Book Reprinted 


tary and the Federal loan adminis- 
trator. Wallace’s friends say that 


ent Army transport "Great Scott.” 

He said the vessel had struck a 
mine during the Guadalcanal in- 
vasion after which he "saved the 
lives of all his men and then sank 


Cobelli Gigli, Fascist Minister of 
Public Works. Monopolies in the fish 
and fur trades and in the transpor- 
tation services were developed, Sil- 
enzi said, and miilions of lire of 


over-all increase of 27,242 since last 


week’s report, Stimson said. 
The Army casualties represented 


a compilation of individual names 


received in Washington through 


. U * ” 
: ent ¥ d two Japanese submarines offshore.” | oraft were drawn in profits. a acted battie 
mee By Danish ndergroun His favorite story was the dra-|" Corruption was scandalous when srcuciaanis ub tae end of Dare 
— 


tion of the nomination. i 
parle —-~ pr matic announcement he had been/ajpania was placed under the Ital-|per and the beginning of January. 
ng CHICAGO, Feb. 9 (ANS)—Ten| placed in charge of naval operations|jan crown. with the late Foreign A tenn Mteg the Army's cas- 




















—_ Howard W. ‘Smith {D. va). a thousand copies of the late Wendell/ along the entire West Coast and he/Secretary, Count Galeazzo Ciano,| yalties follows: 
ipowe opposed Wallace’s » of. Willkie’s "One World” were printed| often told listeners that sailors re- using the unhappy little country as ‘Killed 130 266: : ded — 396.- 
Rayburn told reporters he believed|PY the Danish underground press|ferred to him as "Butch the Bull.”|his particular hunting ground, Sil-| 17g: missing — 91,476: prisoners —— 
ritain’s the committee would not bottle-|ffom a copy smuggled into the/because he was such a strict disci-|enzi said. “<a eget ee 
rsailles neck the George bill. Hearings were |COUntry, Henrik Kauffmann, Dan-|Plinarian. Silenzi, reading a long report that|”"a- preakdow sen Shawy anne 
ri scheduled to start today. ish Minister to the United States,] Hannon neglected to tell his lis-/he drew up in June, 1944, said use- i, tg ae a sae 
haste eats said yesterday in a letter to the|teners and clients of his criminal) jess institutions were set up, includ- ualties include: eins 
ai = ; Decalogue Society of Lawyers,|/record which dates back to 1921. ing an Academy, a Ministry of Killed—33.192; woundea — 40,248; 
il § i C d p { which will confer its 1944 Award|It includes grand theft, petty theft.) Popular Culture, a Ministry of Lib- missing—9,873; prisoners—4,473. 
eet ervice omman urs -& Merit posthumously on Will- = checks and bail-bond jump-l/erated Zones and 2 Ministry of SeenenNp een: : 
. - Ft. Wood On Standby’ Kauffmann said the book was the| _—_—_—_— as &..,+-4 p= pg a Columbia Authority 
oy * first publication of the under- Admiral-Senator urious Royal Palace. WASHINGTON, Feb. 9 (UP)— 
- ground. He presented the society, al- Hundreds of millions of lire were|Italian POWs were treated too 
Te fe Fag 9 (ANS) — - organization of 1,200 practising HARTFORD, Conn., Feb. 9 (AP) /dissipated, Silenzi testified, in a|Hugh B. Mitchell, treshman Demo- 
Amer: oan me ¥ _ ce Command has/| lawyers and judges, with a copy 0f}/—Gov. Raymond E. Baldwin for-|small, poor country that wanted in-|cratic Senator from Washington, 
ino, to Ww nounced that part of Ft. Leonard/the underground edition of "Een/mally appointed Admiral Thomas|stead better water supplies and|has introduced a bil. to establish a 
ntered in a formerly housing troops} Verden” as a gift from the Danes.| Charles Hart as U. S. Senator from|methods for the prevention of ma-|Columbia Valley Authority to pro- 
met raining will be placed on aj Formal presentation of the award,/Connecticut a few hours after the|laria. mote the development of northwest 
back standby basis” immediately. which is conferred annually on the/general assembly empowered him| The questioning of state witnesses|resources to provide postwar jobs 
4 —— a The headquarters said the action|person who, in the society's judg-| yesterday to fill the vacancy created|was completed today. Testimony for|for servicemen and workers. He said 
takes ay Ee. 5 Army Service|ment, has rendered the most dis-}by the recent death of Francis T.|the defense will begin on Monday|the bill, which is the first he has 
a, but is uae ann ning Center which still|tinguished service to his country|Maloney, Democrat. Admiral Hart|with Marshal Ettore Bastico and|introduced, offers "a multi-purpose 
° or ew ding engineer replacements|during the year, will be made at/is now a member of the Navy’s Gen-|General Giovanni Baistrocchi ex-|program for developing the Colum- 


for the Army in all war theaters. 


a dinner here on Feb. 17. 


eral Board. 


pected to take the stand. 
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ning down to the enemy at 





These 12th AAF B-25s look like they’re passing across a map. They are on a bomb run over 
a rail bridge at Pontetidone, ten miles west of Piacenza in northern Italy, and the map below 
is the Italian land covered with snow. Piacenza is the center of an important rail line run- 


Bologna. 


EDIUMS OVER THE MAP 









(MAAF Photo) 





Navy, Marine 


Japanese At 


By Army News Service 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 9 — The 
Navy today provided a striking in- 
dex to the superiority of American 
planes and pilots by disclosing that 
Naval and Marine airmen destroyed 
9,819 Japanese aircraft in the first 
three years of the war while losing 
i of their own—a ratio of 5.2 


The figures released by the Navy 
included only the planes shot from 
the air or destroyed on the ground. 
They did not include Japanese or 
U. S. losses from antiaircraft fire 
or operational accidents. 

The score in 1942 was 1,134 to 
384, a ratio of three to one; in 
1943, 2,212 to 351, or 6.3 to 1, and 
last year 6,473 to 1,147, or 5.7 to 1. 

Despite their heavy losses, the 
daps are believed to still have a sub- 
stantial air force and to be main- 
taining production at a higher level 
than their losses. Some estimates 
i Japanese plane production as 

h as 1,000 to 1,500 planes per 


month. However, Super Fortress 


"All-American Boy’ Gets 
Life On Murder Charge 


SPRINGFIELD, Mass., Feb. 9 
(ANS)—A 15-year-old boy whp was 
chosen "most representative all- 
American boy” in his junior high 
school class pleaded guilty today 
to a charge of second degree mur- 
der and became Massachusetts 
State Prison’s youngest lifer. 

Only a few spectators witnessed 
the superior court proceedings as 
William Roach pleaded guilty to 
slaying his school chum, Carolyn 
Bennet, 14, last June. The girl was 
shot to death in a heavily wooded 
park where Roach had taken her 
for a ride on his bicycle. It was 
only a few days before the slaying 
that the Senior class at the Forest 
Park Junior High School had 








Pilots Down 
5.2 To 1 Ratio 


raids on the enemy’s homeland un- 
doubtedly have impaired their air- 
craft output. 

Naval observers believe tne great- 
est existing Japanese air strength 
lies in ground-based planes. They 
point out that the Japanese have 
suffered heavy losses in aircraft 
carriers and thus are forced to 
depend on land planes to a greater 
extent than they did early in the 
war. 

This, however, becomes less of a 
detriment as the Japanese are 
pushed back toward their homeland 
and their defense lines are short- 
ened. Another favorable factor from 
the U. S. standpoint is that at least 
65 percent of the Navy and Marine 
fliers are rescued by ”Dumbo” 
planes, submarines, surface craft 
of other means. No figures are 
available on Japanese rescue work, 
but it is known that the enemy, 
holding human life cheap, doesn’t 
concern himself as much with pick- 
ing up dunked” pilots as does the 
U. S. Navy. 

The Navy has developed systema- 
tized rescue methods and does its 
utmost to save downed fliers—often 
in enemy-controlled waters. 

The greatest toll of Japanese 
planes, the Navy said, was exacted 


dence classes; smaller Wildcats 
based on escort carriers and Cor- 
sairs operated from land bases as 
well as from carriers. Long-range 
search planes, Liberators, Catalinas, 


Japanese aircraft. 


That’s All, Brother 


Mrs. Daniel Tierney, 





chosen Roach as “the most repre- 
sentative all-American boy.” 


which she stood in 


by fighters—Hellcats based on the i 
carriers of the Essex or Indepen- Pope Cancels Audience, 


Coronados, twin-motored Venturas}given daily at the Vatican by Pope 
and big Martin Mariners also have/Pius XII will not be held today. 
contributed to the destruction of/The Pope instead will celebrate 
mass in memory of his predecessor, 
Pius XI in the Sistine Chapel at 
1000 hcurs. 


S 37, com-| Vatican 

plained in court that it was bad/and after )7 
enough for her husband to throw/ness will proceed from his apart- 
things at her, but what was worse|ment in the Vatican to the Sistine 
he used a five-pound steak for|Chapel. 
line three|small to accommodate more than a 


Powers’ Statement 
May Affect Workers 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 9 (ANS)— 
Members of the Senate Military Af- 
fairs Committee today expressed 
fears that the nation’s manpower 
problem might be worsened by the 
White House statement announcing 
a Big Three agreement on military 
operations. 

Chairman Elbert Thomas (D., 
Utah), said he feared implications 
might be read into the announce- 
ment which may have a disastrous 
effect by causing war workers to 
feel they might as well start hunting 
peacetime jobs. 

Other solons felt that in ”60 or 
90 days the requirements for artil- 
lery ammunition and munitions 
will be entirely different from what 
they are now.” They added that 
guerrilla fighting doesn’t require 
heavy equipment as with full scale 
war. 

The committee yesterday heard 
Paul V. McNutt, War Manpower 
Commissioner, give a tempered en- 
dorsement of the ”work or jail” 
bill. However, Senators who ques- 
tioned him at a closed hearing said 


current manpower problem could be 
handled by the existing volunteer 
system. 








he expressed confidence that the/music of Maurice Baldissieri, direct 


H H variety floor show will add to the 
Will Say Memor ial Mass entertainment, according to S-Sgts. 

Ellie Goldstein of Hartford, Conn., 
: and Arthur E. Flynn of Boston, 
ROME — The audiences usually! ass’ of the 46th Special Service 
Company who are supervising the 
club’s civilian operation and man- 
agement. 


"Stardust,” 
and many recent hits, records ac- 
Soldiers wishing to see the Holy|cumulated to 
NEW YORK, Feb. 9 (ANS) —/Father can do so by being at the 
tly before 1000 hours}Tom Collins, 

hours when His Holi-jpagne, in that order. Although a 
crowd had gathered around the 
entrance as early as 1600 hours, two 
The Sistine Chapel is too/hours before the opening, couples 


evening’s most popular drinks were 
cognac and cham-/12:30—News 
12:45—Salute to Sth Army 


For Big 3 


Folks In Bari Looked 


Meet There 





By Sgt. PETER FURST 
Staff Correspondent 

BARI, Feb. 9—There is a curious tension in the air here and 
people—even civilians—are walking 
thing you don’t know” look on their faces. 

Now that the cat is out of the bag so far as the general loca- 
tion of the Big Three conference is concerned, one source of good, 
hot rumor has had the props knocked out from under it. Neverthe- 
less, Allied personnel and civilians both, had been pretty certain 


around with an "I know scme- 











Gl’s Refusal To Drill 
Earns Death Penalty 


CAMP ROBERTS, Calif., Feb. 
9 (ANS)—Pvt. Henry Weber, 27, 
of Vancouver, Wash., is under 
sentence of death as a result of 
his refusal to drill. Weber’s con- 
viction was by a general court- 


Article of War, dealing with strik- 
ing and willfully disobeying an 
officer. 

It was learned that his court- 
martial followed his refusal, after 
45 minutes of argument with two 
officers, to join his squad for 
drill. He was quoted as sayihg 
that J was not a conscientious 


Sen. Burton K. Wheeler (D., 
Mont.), demanded in the Senate 
today that an investigation of 
the death sentence be made. He 
declared: "It is inconceivable to 
me that Army officers would 
sentence a man to death because 
he refused to drill. If the Military 
Committee doesn’t take up this 
matter, I shall introduce a resolu- 
tion calling for investigation.” 








Rome Area Opens 
First EM Night Spot 


ROME, Feb. 9 — Corks popped, 
glasses clinked, white-coated wait- 
ers glided among tables and couples 
danced to swing and sweet music 
as the Swing Club, Rome’s first 
night club for U. S. enlisted men 
opened last night, with not a boun- 
cer in sight. 
Situated in an attractive res- 
taurant at 32 Via Vittorio Colonna, 
two blocks from the Ponte Cavour 
across the Tiber, the yardbird’s 
Stork Club which is open nightly 
from 1800 to 2200 is Rome Allied 
Area Command’s answer to the 
question of men on pass, "where 
can we take a date?” 
Good liquor at moderate prices, 
a spacious dance floor, and the 


from an engagement at the Apollo 
Club, highlight the spot which fea- 
tures modernistic decorations on 
mirror-panelled walls and nine dif- 
ferent styles of lighting effects. 
Within the next few nights, a 


While first nighters danced to 
"Begin the Beguine,” 








hours. 


few persons. . 


had practically disappeared by 2100, 
for obscure reasons. 





DICK TRACY 








«Courtesy Chi. Trib.-New York News Syndicate, Inc., distributed thru CNS) 















for some time that the Black 


There were, of course, a few who 
ly certain” that the 
meeting was going to take place 
Bari. Those who ad- 
vanced that theory had ample "evi- 
dence.” They forked over quite a 
bit of money today. 
The Yanks, however, weren't the 
only ones who made bets—and lost 
them—on the Big Three meeting. 
Two red-starred Yugoslav Partisans 
off to a third Tito soldier in 
front of the Adriatic depot building 
this morning, and a few feet away, 
a British sergeant collected what 
looked like a sizeable sum from an 
RAF pilot. 
The Germans themselves claimed 
a week or so ago that the Rumanian 
Sea port of Constanza was 
the scene of the conference, but 
even that startling bit of informa- 
tion did not come as a surprise to 
many here. 
This is not to say that there has 
been any real breach of security. 
Some people merely sat down and 
thought hard and long and read 
the papers and came up with the 
logical solution. 
Several officers and men at a 
15th Air Force unit here, for ex- 
ample, took the opening of the 
Dardannelles for Allied shipping as 
the tipoff on the Big Three get- 
together. A rumor that a British 
warship had left an Italian port 
with plenty of signal equipment 
which was said to have been flown 
to Italy in a special plane, gave rise 
to further speculation. 
Additionally, Bari is and has al- 
ways been the "Balkan Listening 
Post,” and assorted mysterious 
characters have been going back 
and forth across the Adriatic for 
some time. 
As a matter of fact, as a rumor 
factory or rumor distribution point, 
Bari runs a close second to Stock- 
holm, Lisbon and Berne, only some- 
how the rumors never find their 
way into print.. 
Maybe it’s the censorship, and 
then again, maybe the "Bari Trav- 
eller” doesn’t have as good a press 
agent as his Stockholm colleague. 


No Manila Base 


WASHINGTON, Feb 9 (UP) — 
Manila Bay will not be developed 
after the war as a major U. S. naval 
base, authoritative quarters in 
Washington said today. These quar- 
ters said the Navy did not plan to 
construct large naval facilities at 
Subic Bay either, but that in all 
probability these facilities would be 
built in the southern Philippines, 
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Radio Program 








AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
STATION, ROME 
432 M 
Saturday, February 10 
HIGHLIGHTS 
6:30—Revellle Roundup—News 


indicate that the/19:00—Serenade for Strings 
11:00—Yank Swing Session 


2:00—BBC News 

3:00—Radio Newsreel 

4:15—Melody Matinee 

5:00—National Barn Dance 
6:00—News—Music America Loves Best 
7 :00—News 

7:30—Saturday Night Serenade 
9:30—Hit Parade From States 


By GOULD |13:0-svatien Room savola 
11:15—Dance Parade 











AS THE FIRE CHIEF'S CAR 
SETTLES 


SHAKY LOWERS HIMSELF 
THROUGH A HOLE IN THE 
OLD PIER 


THROUGH THE ICE, 





12:00—Sign Off 





Sunday, February 11 
; HIGHLIGHTS 
6:30—Music For Sunday 
7:00—BBC News 

8:00—Show Time 
9:00—Singing Strings 


10:00—Great Moments In Music 
12 :30—News 
12:45—Salute To 5th Army 


2:00—BBC News 

2:10—Sunday Band Concert 
3:00—Radio Newsreel 
4:30—Mediterranean Church of the 


Air 
6:00—News—Here’s To Romance 


9:00—Jack Benny 


11:00—News From The States 
11:30—Sign Off 








6.135 Meg. 


Shortwave 9 AM—5 PM 
49 Meters 
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That low, rumbling noise you hear 
these days is the oh-ing and ah-ing 
of the folks back in New York as 
they listen to Jim Burchard ex- 
plaining how he chased the Ger- 
mans out of Africa and Sicily. 

Lt. James Anton (Rat Top) Bur- 
chard, who resembles an elderly 
Reginald Denny or a youthful Alan 
Hale, depending on how the a 
hits him, used to drive a vehicle 
in this space known as Lend Me 
Your Ears. And, while Rat Top 
wrote interesting pieces about in- 
teresting people, a lot of them were 
never as interesting as Rat Top 
himself. o 

It could easily be that the nation 
lost a first-rate athlete because of 
Jim’s dislike of regimentation. He 
had all the attributes of an all- 
around athlete except the willing- 
ness to train. 


Enjoys Life 


Jim decided to let others do the 
training and worrying; he would 
just sit back and write about them 
and enjoy life. He spent four mad 
years at Syracuse University in the 
early 1920s and to this very day 
when the name of Burchard is men- 
tioned, the Dean of Men reaches for 
an aspirin tablet. 

For years Jim was one of the best 
sports reporters around New York 
and he brought his talents into the 
Army to set the pattern for front- 
line writing back in the Tunisian 
and Sicilian campaigns. 

In addition to his proclivities as 
a writer, Jim owned many other 
talents and accomplishments, and 
when in a particularly expansive 
mood would proceed to tell people 
about them. It was never smart 
to try to pin him down on anything 
because he was likely to prove it 
to the consternation of his belittlers. 

Once while he was in Boston 
covering a tennis tournament, all 
the tennis bums and writers were 
invited to a weekend party at some 
bigwig’s estate. Jim’s colleagues 
rung in a topnotch college tennis 
player and a speedy dash swimmer. 
As Jim mellowed they maneuvered 
him aroand to talking about his 
feats on the tennis court and in 
the swimming’ pool. When his tale 
reached Paul Bunyan proportions 
the ringers were introduced to Bur- 
chard as a couple of struggling 
young athletes who would like a 
few pointers. ' 

The idea, of course, was for the 
lads to pin Jim’s ears back and 
cause him no end of discomfort. But 
it didn’t quite pan out that way. 
Jim slapped the young tennis player 
down by something like 6-2, 6-3, 
and finished about five yards ahead 
of the other lad in a free style race. 


Perfect Form 


While covering a track meet here 
in Italy Jim decided he would like 
to have a picture of himself going 
over the high hurdles. Sgt. Cyril 
Hopper, our photographer agreed to 
record the scene for posterity, but 
since he felt that Jim would never 
be able to throw his aging bones 
over the hurdle, he didn’t bother to 
load his camera. Jim sailed over 
in perfect form and asked if Cy had 
gotten the picture. When Cy ex- 
plained that there had been no film 
in the camera, Jim said, "Okay, I'll 
do it again.” 

And he did. 

Patty McDonough, bowling editor 
of the New York World-Telegram, 
got Burchard interested in bowling 
for a while, and Jim worked hard 
at learning how to put a hook on 
the ball and slam it into the pocket. 
Six months after he knocked down 
his first pin, Jim came up with a 
299 game. 

There’s nothing you can do with 











Luis Angel Firpo 


still is recognized as a boxing hero 

native Argentina. Here he is knocking Jack Dempsey through 

the ropes in the first round of their memorable 1923 battle. 
Dempsey flattened him in the next round. 





in his 
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The "Wild Bull of the Pampas” is doing all right these days | 

with his cattle ranch to which he devotes much of his time. | 

Though he failed as a dealer in automobiles and real estate, 
he has a fortune estimated at 750,000 doHars. ~ 
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Jimmy Foxx Plans 
Another Comeback 


PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 9 (ANS)— 
Jimmy Foxx, one of the greatest 
home run hitters of all time, is 
planning a big league comeback. 
Old Double X had a long confer- 
ence with Herb Penncck, general 
manager of the Phillies today, but 
the latter wouldn't comment. 

"I’m not through. My legs are as 
good as ever now and my ribs and 
my back are. completely healed. 
Those injuries were the reason I 
couldn’t swing the bat freely and 
why many thought I was through,” 
Foxx said. 

The former home run hitting 
star of the Athletics and Red Sox 
suffered two broken ribs and a torn 
back muscle in a batting practice 
accident and hit only .200 with the 
Chicago Cubs last year. He sat on 
the bench half the season. This 
year he had been listed as a scout, 
but the Bruins released him when 
he said he wanted to play. 





OKLAHOMA CITY, Feb. 9 (ANS) 
—Three years in the Navy hasn’t 
handicapped Al Benton's effective- 
ness as a pitcher and he is pre- 
pared to leave for Detroit and his 
first season with the Tigers since 
1942. The big Oklahoma City right- 
hander was discharged from the 
Navy last Nov. 8 because of sinus 
trouble. Benton, who spent six 
years in the American League, 
chiefly as a relief pitcher, played 
last season with the Norman, Okla., 
Navy Skyjackets. 


FIGHT RESULTS 


NEW YORK—Johnny Williams, 132, 
Montgomery, Ala., outpointed Maxie 
Shapiro, 136, New York, (10). 

JERSEY CITY—Don Amoroso, 134, 
Jersey City, outpointed Ruby Garcia, 
133, San Juan, Puerto Rico, (10). 

HARTFORD, Conn.—Art Robinson, 

143, Pittsburgh, outpointed Jackie Lar- 
rimore, 138, Miami, Fla., (10). 
PORTLAND, Me.—Coley Welch, 162, 
Portland, knocked out Indian Gomez, 
159, New York, (5). 
LOS ANGELES—Henry Armstrong, 
140, outpointed Genero Rojo, 144, (10). 
Both local beys. 
PHILADELPHIA—Willie Joyce, 135, 
Gary, Ind., outpointed Chalky Wright, 
132, Los Angeles, (10). 

WASHINGTON—Jimmy Bivins, 188, 

















a guy like that except listen when 
he talks. 


Cleveland, stopped Georgie Parks, 184, 
Washington, (4). 


Dodds Has Quit Racing, 
But He Still Must Train 


LOS ANGELES, Feb. 9 (ANS)— 
Despite his avowal that he’ll never 
race again, Gil Dodds, the parson- 
miler, will have to continuc to run 
for at least five more years. Doc- 
tors have advised the New Gospel 
preacher his heart and system is 
so used to a training routine that a 
sudden stop might prove fatal and 
have recommended a gradual les- 
sening of his training. 





COLLEGE STATION, Texas, Feb. 
9 (ANS)—The manpower shortage 
is acute at Texas A and M. A week 
ago Dick Goad edited the Aggies’ 
college paper and played a little 
intramural basketball on the side. 
Then three varsity cagers went on 
the sick list and coach Manning 
Smith pressed Goad into service on 
the varsity. In a league game against 
Texas Goad got in with only one 
night's practice and made ten points 
to be second high man for the 
Aggies. It was to no avail, however, 
as Texas beat the Aggies, 87-59. 





NEW ORLEANS, Feb. 9 (ANS)— 
Loyalty pays off in the Boston Red 
Sox organization. George Digby, 
who coached the Holy Cross team 
to the prep school baseball cham- 
pionship and the Holy Cross-Comis- 
keys to the American Legion re- 
gional title, then persuaded five of 
his stars to sign with the Red Sox, 
has been signed as a scout for the 
Boston team. 





MARSHALL ISLANDS, Feb. 9 
(ANS)—Marines in the Marshalls 
have football ground rules that 


Allied Rifle Match Sunday 
At Primo Umberto Range 


ROME, Feb. 9—A rifle shooting 
competition with an international! 
flavor will take place at the Primo 
Umberto Range, Rome, Sunday, 
Feb. 11, beginning at 10 AM. The 
teams competing will represent 
Great Britain, Canada, South Af- 
rica, New Zealand, Poland, Italy, 
Switzerland and the U. S. 

The competition will be held un- 
der South African auspices and 
will be opened by General F. H. 








stump the rule makers. Local rules 
call for only touch football when 
the runners are on dry land, but 
allow tackling when they go into 
water. 


MONTREAL, Feb. 9 (ANS)—The 
Mcntreal Canadiens massacred the 
New York Rangers, 9-4, last night 
and increased their lead to six and 
a half games over the second place 
Detroit Red Wings in the National 
Hockey League. 





MOSCOW, Idaho, Feb. 9 (ANS) 
—It’s not so rare when a basketball 
player gets mixed up on goals and 
drops one through for the opposi- 
tien, but it’s very rare when every 
one of the ten men in a college 
game forgets which goal is his. Yet 
it happened in a Pacific Coast Con- 
ference game between Idaho and 
Washington State. Idaho had the 
ball near its own basket when time 
was called and each coach sent in 
an entire new team. While the 
fams screamed and the coaches 
growled, all ten men lit out in the 
wrong direction when play resumed. 


Red Devils Edge Owls 
In 5th Army Cage Play 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Feb. 9— 
Play in the 5th Army’s basketball 
tourney continued last night with 
the Red Devils nosing out the Owls, 
41-38, and the Speedy Blues down- 
ing Tillie’s Boys, 54-43, in the fea- 
ture games. 

Pfc. Joe Riddle, Benton, Ky., for- 
mer Murray State star, led the 
Red Devils to victory with 13 points. 
Pvt. Bill Hotel, Shelbyvitle, Ind., 
was high man for the Owls with 14 
markers. 

Cpl. John Hunter, Versailles, Ind., 
scored 19 points as his Tillie’s Boys 
were dropping a decision to the 
Speedy Blues. T-Set. Eugene Kay, 
River Falls, Wis., was high for the 
winners with 16 points. 

5TH ARMY TOURNEY 
Red Devils 41, Owls 38. 
Speedy Blues 54, Tillie’s Boys 43. 
Happy Warriors 44, Custers 32. 
Keystone Blues II, 59, Yellowjackets 57. 





Theron, GOA, UDF. 


Red Bulls 40, Powder River II, 39. 





TERRY 












GOOD GOING, 
HOTSHOT! THE 
KEY WAS IN 
THIS yEEP ! 
















HURRY, TERRY! THAT 
CAR CARRYING WILLOW 
BELINDA WILL GETAWAY 
FROM U6 IN SPITE OF THE 
TRAFFIC] WEY] THERE'S 
A TWO STAR GENERAL! 


(Courtesy Chi. Trib.-New York News Syndicate, Inc., distributed thru CNS) 





By CANIFF 












How’ pice ! OO0-He HE 
THE GENERAL 
SALUTED US 
my eiesT! 


















WASN'T SALUTING = 
HE WAS YELLING 
AT US! WHAT IF THIS 
6 WIS SEER? 











DOUBLE TROUBLE — 
BUT WE CAN'T STOP 
NOW]... WHAT ARE 

YOU LOOKING FOR, 

















A MENS STORE! AFTER 
WE'VE RESCUED WILLOW 
BELINDA, I'D LIKE To KNOW 
OF A NICE PLACE TO BUY 
CIVILIAN CLOTHES | 








Paul Brown Signs | 
As Pro Grid Coach 


CHICAGO, Feb. 9 (ANS) — Lt. 
Paul Brown of Great Lakes Naval 
Training Station who skyrocketed 
from a high school coach's job at 
Massilon, Ohio, to Ohio State and 
led the Buckeyes to the Big Ten 
championship in 1943, today signed 
a five-year contract to coach the 
Cleveland team in the newly-organ- 
ized All-America Football League. 

He will report to Cleveland upon 
his release from the Navy. 

Arthur (Mickey) McBride. owner 
of the Cleveland franchise, said his 
eleven will play in the Cleveland 
Municipal Stadium which has a 
seating capacity of 83,000. 

Brown coached Ohio State until 
the close of the 1943 season when 
he was commissioned a lieutenant 
in the Navy and assigned to Great 
Lakes. He was named football 
coach shortly after the 1944 season 
started and his Bluejackets won 
nine, lost two and tied one. 

McBride declared Brown would 
be the sole boss of the team, both 
on and off the field and that his 
contract called for "the highest sal- 
ary I ever heard of being paid for 
such a job.” 





ATLANTA, Ga., Feb. 9 (ANS)— 
After just losing football coach Bill 
Alexander, Gecrgia Tech now is 
minus another coaching veteran, W. 
E. Stoddard, wrestling and swim- 
ming instructor. Stoddard quit to 
take a position as recreation head 
for the Marietta, Ga., Bell bomber 
plant. 


Hoover, FBI Chief, Latest 
Candidate For Landis’ Job 


NEW YORK, Feb. 9 (ANS)— 
J. Edgar Hoover, FBI chief, has 
emerged as a leading candidate to 
succeed the late Judge Kenesaw 
Mountain Landis as baseball’s high 
commissioner. Ford Frick and Jim 
Farley are still in the running, but 
the Western bloc from both* major 
leagues is touting Hoover for the 
jcb. 

The Westerners are the same 
crew who blocked Frick’s election 
in the joint meeting last Saturday 
and are now conducting a campaign 
to swing the necessary 12 votes over 
to Hoover. 

If named the new czar of base- 
ball, Hoover would be "commis- 
sioner in absentia” until he feels 
free to leave his work in Washing- 
ton. 





Basketball Scores 











Akron 51, Geneva 38. 
Arkansas 76, Pittsburgh Teachers 55. 
Bethany 39, Kent State 31. 
Canisius 50, 712th MPs (Ft. Niagara) 15, 
Colorado 50, Utah State 46. 
Florida 42, Waycross 40. 
Hamline 58, Westminster 50. 
Lincoln 42, Virginia State 34. 
Mississippi 59, Columbus Air Base 55. 
North Carolina State 55, Davidson 25. 
St. Francis 52, Holy Cross 48. 
South Carolina 76, Clemson 38. 
Valley Forge Gen. Hosp. 84, Juniata 40, 
Wilberforce 47, Tennessee State 35. 
ROME AREA LEAGUE 
(Results Last Night) 
Aces 46, Puxims 20. 
TONIGHT’S GAMES 
Railways vs. T-Terriors. 





Naples All-Stars vs. Gladiators. 
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Canadian Ist Army 
Starts Offensive; 
Sweeps 5 Miles 


(Continued from page 1) 


only point in the sector where a 
major river did not have to be 
crossed at the outset. An Associated 
Press dispatch noted that the new 
assault, coming at a time when 
powerful American forces of the Ist 
and 3rd Armies to the south were 
battling through breaks in the Sieg- 
fried Line and the Russian drive 
was ,draining Nazi manpower from 
the west, apparently signalled the 
start of the Allied drive to the Rhine 
and the Ruhr. 

The AP dispatch pointed out that 
if the Canadian and British forces 
of Lt. Gen. H. D. G. Crerar were 
able to break through the Siegfried 
Line in the Cleve-Koch sector, they 
would be in a position to turn the 
whole flank of Field Marshal Gerd 
von Rundstedt’s forces defending 
the flatlands between the West Wall 
and the Rhine. 


EVER-WIDENING FRONT 

Supported by flame-throwers and 
tanks, the Canadian and British 
infantrymen fanned out on an 
ever-widening front and late to- 
day were reported to have fought 
their way into the outer layer of 
the Siegfried Line on a front of 
more than six miles. Seven frontier 
villages were taken in the Reich- 
wald forest area as one spearhead 
drove to within five miles of Cleve. 

An AP dispatch reported that Al- 
lied losses were light although the 
Germans had had months to pre- 
Pare an intricate maze of trenches 
and a labyrinth of minefields. This 
sector of the front had been rela- 
tively static since the Allied bid to 
turn the northern end of the Sieg- 
fried Line was frustrated by the 
forced withdrawal of airborne troops 
from Arnhem last fall. 

More than 1,200 German prison- 
ers, including two battalion com- 
manders were taken in the first 
phases of the offensive, and some of 
the prisoners were described as 
"shell happy” from the concussion 
of shells in the five-hour artillery 
bombardment that preceded H- 
hour. 

The communique from Field 
Marshal Montgomery’s headquar- 
ters said that full advantage of 
flying conditions had been utilized 
by the RAF and American air forces 
in strength in support of the ground 
forces. One correspondent with the 
Canadian forces said that for at 
least 24 hours before the jumpoff 
the sky never seemed to be clear 0 
planes. . 


BETWEEN MAAS, WAAL 


A German radio broadcast this 
afternoon said that the Canadians 
and Tommies had succeeded in 
breaching the Nazi lines between 
the Maas and the Waal and that 
heavy fighting flared along the 
whole Reichwald Forest. 

The Germans were reported to 
have resumed their flooding activi- 
ties in the lowlands north of Nijme- 
gen and Allied troops there were 
forced to make a light withdrawal. 

As the Canadian list jumped off, 
the American 1st Army to the south 
was reported to have cleared the 
area of the Schwammenuel Dam at 
the headwaters of the Roer River. 
Farther to the south, two columns 
of the 3rd Army, one and one-half 
miles apart, reached points only a 
mile northwest of the road center of 
Prum. 

Other 3rd Army forces consoli- 
dated their bridgeheads on a 22- 
mile front along the east banks of 
the Sauer and Our rivers north of 
Echternach. 


Death For 338 


PARIS, Feb. 9 (UP)—Radio Paris, 
quoting the French Ministry of In- 
formation, said today that 338 death 
sentences have been passed on col- 
laborators by French courts be- 
tween liberation and Jan. 1. 





THAT’S TOO BAD DEPT. 





Voice Waves 
Takes Off For GI Exam 


To Soxers, 





NEWARK, N. J., Feb. 9 (ANS)— 
Frank Sinatra, his mouth closed 
tightly over his million - dollar 
larynx, climbed into an Army sta- 
tion wagon at the Newark Armory 
yesterday, bound for Governor’s Is- 
land for further examination to de- 
termine his physical fitness for the 
Army. 

Sinatra waved farewell to more 
than 200 "Bobby Soxers” who stood 
for five hours in snow, sleet and 
rain wafting to know if the Army 
was going to blight their young lives 
by putting their Frankie into uni- 
form. 

"Mr. Sinatra will be at Governor’s 
Island for observation according to 
the law,” said Lt. Col. Frank B. 
Chapman, recruiting and induction 
chief for New Jersey and Delaware. 
"His draft board will be notified of 
his classification within three days.” 

In December, 1943, Sinatra was 
classified 4-F because of a punc- 
tured left eardrum, but his draft 
board recently ordered him to re- 
port for re-examination. 

Frankie is willing to serve his 
country. He wants to drive a tank 
or ride a PT boat if he is accepted, 
but he doesn’t want to sing to 
troops. 

"Oh, they can’t take Frankie— 
they can’t take him away from me!” 
shrieked one girl when she heard 
the news. She had followed Sinatra 
from New York in a taxicab with 
seven other girls. "We lighted can- 
dles for him at church,” she said. 
A dozen or so girls threw themselves 
over the snowbanks apemine 3 
don’t want to live without him.” 
Those girls classing themselves as 
"upper bracketer Sinatra fans” 
wore white babushkas on_ their 
heads which they said symbolized 
what they would like to tell Frankie 
in a message—”I Surrender Dear.” 


Yank Air Armada 
Battled By Jetties 


LONDON, Feb. 9 (AP)—German 
jet propelled fighters, flying in pairs 
and with regular Nazi fighters as 
escort, made their first concentrated 
attack on American bomber for- 
mations today as 2,150 planes flew 
deep into the Reich to attack oil 
and railway targets. 

The fire spitting jetties, flying 
400 to 600 miles an hour, challenged 
our Fortresses over Weimar in cen- 
tral Germany Where a big motor 
works was blasted. 

The bomber crews said the jets 
broke through the fighter screen 
briefly and charged to within 50 
yards before firing. ME-109s fol- 
lowed them around the sky, trying 
to protect them from our fighters. 

An air force spokesman said a 
dozen German fighters, including 
five ME-262 jets, were destroyed. 
Commenting on blows against Nazi 
fuel, a senior U. S. air force officer 
said, "We believe that at the present 
time all crude oil refineries in Ger- 
many are out of production.” 


Big 15th AAF Bombers 
Hit Targets Near Vienna 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Feb. 9 
—Liberators and Flying Fortresses 
of the 15th AAF bombed an oil 
target at Moosbierbaum, 22 miles 
west of Vienna, today by instru- 
ment. 

The operation, designed to take 
advantage of bad weather, was the 
first of its type since Dec. 12, when 
a similarly equipped force attacked 
the Silesian synthetic oil plants. 
Moderate to intense flak was re- 








ported by some crews. 





FRANK SINATRA 





Big 3 Plans See 
Fight After Berlin 


(Continued from page 1) 


ternational world security league 
were believed tonight to under 
consideration by the Big Three after 
the Dutch Government challenged 
the rights of big nations to judge 
all charges against themselves. 

Voicing objections to the Soviet 
proposal to enforce the unanimity 
rule among the five permanent 
members of the security council, 
the Dutch challenge was regarded 
as expressing views similar to those 
held by other small powers. 

Whether the Dutch protest would 
have any weight with the Big Three 
was a question which could only be 
answered at the conclusion of the 
Roosevelt, Churchill, Stalin talks 
when they are expected to disclose 
plans to secure world peace. 

A reliable source disclosed the 
Dutch Government had dispatched 
a 6,000-word document to the Big 
Three before the Black Sea meet- 
ing, hinting The Netherlands might 
hesitate to join a world security 
organization if the Russian propo- 
sal was adopted. 

It brought into the spotlight the 
unsolved question of the Dumbarton 
Oaks conference — unanimity or 
majority vote on dealing with ag- 
gression. Most quarters believed the 
Big Three would agree to a major- 
ity vote On most questions of world 
security but would approve unani- 
mity on mili action 
against any power provoking ag- 
gression. 

The Big Three were believed to 
be considering the need for a larger 
allocation of shipping to carry civi- 
lian supplies to distressed European 
countries. 

In recent weeks French, Belgian, 
Dutch, Greek and Yugoslav repre- 
sentatives here have appealed to 
the Allies to send more food imme- 
oe or their people face starva- 

on. 





Belgian Government 

BRUSSELS, Feb. 9 (UP) — 
Former Belgian Minister for Re- 
construction, Achille Vanacker, to- 
day announced he had _. been 
charged with forming the new gov- 
ernment and hoped to be able to 
announce his success tonight. 

It was believed Vanacker suc- 
ceeded in placating right-wing 
Catholics and in securing their 
agreement to include Communists 
in the new cabinet along with the 
Socialists, Liberals and Catholics. 





| Koniev In New Drive: 











Farmer Convicted 
For 40 Year Crime 


FAIRMONT, W. Va., Feb. 9 
(ANS)—A jury’ yesterday con- 
victed Benjamin F. Male of vol- 
untary manslaughter of a 
crippled school teacher 40 years 
ago. The verdict carries a pen- 
alty of from one to five years im- 
prisonment. 

Deliberating almost two hours, 
the jurors ‘rejected the state’s 
plea for a first-degree verdict 
but at the same time did not 
give full weight to Male’s declara- 
tion that he killed in self-defense. 
The 74-year-old farmer, who re- 
turned voluntarily only a month 
ago after living four decades in 
Oregon under an assumed name, 
received the verdict with com- 
plete calm. 








Lhukov Eyes Stettin 


(Continued from Page: 1) 


and General Ivan Chernyakhovsky’s 
campaign against the enemy’s East 
Prussian army group, rumored to be 
commanded by Heinrich Himmler, 
Nazi Minister of Interior, went for- 
ward with typical Red Army thor- 
oughness. 

Tonight’s Soviet communique re- 
ported that Elbing, large town 
southwest of Koenigsberg in East 
Prussia, was completely encircled. 

The Koenigsberg garrison was all 
but surrounded by the Soviet cap- 
ture of Kreuzburg, 15 miles to the 
southeast and only seven miles in- 
land from the coastal railway which 
is the enemy’s most important lat- 
eral communication. 

The menace to the network of 
German war industries in Saxony, 
the Sudetenland and Bohemia grew 














with Koniev's steady advance west} arrj 


of the upper Oder. Strehlen, big 
factory town 22 miles south of Bres- 
lau, was under direct attack today. 

In the ruins of Budapest, on the 
west bank of the Danube, Marshal 
Rodion Malinovsky’s 2nd Ukrainian 
Army . 3 nearly to have con- 
cluded the extermination of the 
enemy garrison after the siege be- 
gun at the end of December. Within 
three days he has taken 9,100 pris- 
oners and it was estimated that less 
than that were still holding out 
around the royal palace. 


Dewey Wants U. S. To Go 
Beyond Big 3 Meets 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 9 (AP)— 


Thomas E. Dewey, titular leader of 


the Republican party, declared last 


night that "rare” Big Three meet- 
ings were not enough — that the 
United States must take a constant 
part in conferences on the reshap- 
ing of the world. 

In his first out-of-state appear- 
ance since his defeat for. the Presi- 
dency in November, the New York 
governor at a Lincoln Day dinner 
pledged Republican support of Pres- 
ident Roosevelt and his aides in 
"every step they take which ad- 
vances the cause of a just and last- 
ing peace.” 





LI'L ABNER 


(Courtesy of United Features, distributed thru CNS) 
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MATAF Men Take 
Bows For Flying 
Half Million Sorties - 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Feb, 
9—Lt. Gen. Ira C. Eaker, Com- 
mander in Chief of the Mediter-. 
ranean Allied Air Force, today con- 
gratulated Maj. Gen. John K. 
Cannon, Comman General of 
the Mediterranean Allied Tactical 
Air Force, on its 500,000th sortie 
anniversary Wednesday. 

"To the officers and men ‘of the 
Mediterranean Allied Tactical Air 
Force, a truly Allied organization,” 
General Eaker said, "I extend my 
warmest congratulations on the 
passing of an important milestone, 
the 500,000th sortie. 

"The present air campaign 
against the™ enemy in northern 
Italy in cooperation with the 5th 
and 8th Armies is making the en- 
emy’s job of supplying his forces 
increasingly difficult, has smashed 
much of his means of waging war, 
and is hastening that day when 
victory shall.be ours. 

"It is particularly gratifying,’”’ the 
general concluded, "that MATAF 
has allowed no obstacle presented 
by terrain or weather to stand in 
its way in relentlessly carrying the 
attack to the enemy. I commend 
MATAF, its officers and men of all 
units for a job superbly done.” 

, @ team of American, 
British, Dominion and Brazilian 
airmen, became the first ‘single air 
force to reach a total of 500,000 
sorties when Lt. Irwin B. Lebow of 
New York City brought his Thun- 
derbolt back from a "Rover Joe” 
directed aftack on enemy strong- 
points opposing 5th Army troops. 

Maj. Gen. John K. Cannon, 
MATAF commander, was at the 
airfield to greet Lt. Lebow, a mem- 
ber of the 27th Fighter Group, 12th 
AAF, as was Col. William R. Nevitt 
of Montgomery, Ala., the returning 
flyer’s CO, and Col. S. F. Dutoit of 
the South African Air Force. 

"I am proud to be part of the 
ceremony marking the completion 
of the half-millionth sortie flown by 
aircraft of MATAF,” General Can- 
non told the assembled pilots and 
ground crewmen. 

Flying of 500,000 sorties was ac- 
complished in less than two years. 
MATAF was formed on Feb. 18, 1943 
during the battle for the Kasserine 
Pass in Tunisia. The organization 
— its 250,000th sortie in May, 


During its existence, MATAF has 
dropped more than 240,000 tons of 
bombs on a dozen Axis or enemy- 
occupied countries in Europe and 
ca, 


92nd Div Pushes Off 
Along Coastal Flank 


(Continued from Page 1) 


man OP flamed up like a giant 
torch. 

Zero hour saw doughfeet jump off 
all along the line. Machine guns and 
mortars were reported furnishing 
most opposition. 

At the mouth of the Cinquale, 
the enemy was taken completely by 
surprise as tanks drove through the 
water. A company strength patrol, 
which wad through shoulder- 
deep water some weeks ago, had 
discovered the sand reef on which 
armor could operate. Unofficially 
only two casualties, both the re- 
sult of mines, were reported in 
crossing the canal. Men of Company 
L, led by Lt. Wejary Bundara of 
Baltimore, reached the other side 
first, battalion officers said, Two 
hours after the jump-off, elements 
were on the Magro Canal. 

Additional elements led by Capt. 
Harold Johnson of Roxbury, Mass., 
and Lt. Melvin W. Walker of Cov- 
ington, Ky., also pressed forward 
on the coast behind heavy weapons 
company support furnished by Pfc. 
Carey W. Dilber of Baltimore, Pfc. 
Willie W. Stevens of Savannah, Ga., 





Further inland, the advance was 
progressing satisfactorily 
at midday despite fixed machine 
gun fire which held one company 
up briefly and harassed others. 
Company I of’ one regiment, under 
Capt. Jesse E. Jarmon of India- 
napolis, snared 14 Germans within 
a few hours while L Company, led 
by Capt. H. Brown, got another ten. 

Today’s action, although limited 
in scope, was the largest scale of- 
fensive effort attempted by infan- 
trymen of the 92nd since they came 
to Italy. It also marked the second 
flare up on the 5th Army front 


}|this week, following another limited 


objective thrust near Highway 69 


.'three days ago. 








